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Enjoy free reading from B.C.F. _Volume 5/ Issue 11/ November /2012

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Let us give thanks to the LORD for His abundance blessings through out
the whole year.

Occasion ... Thanksgiving Service
Date ... Thursday, November 22, 2012
Time ... 2:00 PM
Place ... St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
122 S. California Ave. Monrovia, CA 91016

After the Service, we gather at B.C.F Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner.
*Please bring your food and share with others

Be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. For the LORD is good; His mercy
is everlasting; and his truth endures to all generations. ~Psalm 100:5~
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"We Need Thanksgiving!"

Giving thanks is learned behavior. It is not something that comes
naturally. | have two small grandchildren: girl ages 2 and boy ages 3.

We have tried hard to tech them to say thank you. Like most parents

we have striven to give them everything they need and many of the things
they want. And Children become used to that and take to for granted.

| guess because we have been so good to them they have grown
to expect the many good gifts we give them. As a result it would
never occur to them to say "Thank you." So we remind them. If
someone gives one of our grandchildren something, no matter
how small or how large we say, "Now, say thank you." If we pass
them the food at the table we say, "Now say thank you." Our
hopes are that they will grow used to hearing that reminder and
will begin reminding themselves.

Sometimes all this training and hard work pays off. And suddenly without
any prompting one of our little grandchildren says "thank you." Those
unsolicited thank you more than make up for all the unspoken thank you
we never received.

Somewhere in history there was Samaritan mother or father that
did their job well - at least where saying thank you is concerned.
The Bible tells us that after being healed of leprosy a Samaritan
returned to say thanks to Jesus. At first he had run along rejoicing.
But | imagine that he heard is parents' voices in his head saying,
"Now say thank you - say thank you." So he returned and gave
thanks to Jesus.

But wait a minuet. Weren't there ten lepers who were healed not one.
What happened to the other nine. | guess they just took Jesus' gift for
granted.

Luke 17:11-19, Ten Lepers Cleansed
Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through
the midst of Samaria and Galilee. Then as He entered a certain

village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off.
And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us!”

So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to

the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.

And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and
with a loud voice glorified God, '® and fell down on his face at His
feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samatritan.

So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But
where are the nine? Were there not any found who returned to give
glory to God except this foreigner?”’ And He said to him, “Arise, go
your way. Your faith has made you well.”

But without being asked one did give thanks. That is why we need
a national day of thanksgiving. To be a parental voice saying to all
America, "Now say thank you." As Christians we know that in our
minds that all blessings are gifts from God. And God gave us so
much! Like a good parent God is always giving us all we need and
much of what we want.

But we usually forget to say thank you. Nine times out of ten we just go
on our way. We need at least one day to remind ourselves to give
thanks. Not that we shouldn't give thanks always. But at least one a year
we are reminded to say thank you to God.

So, on Thursday you can gather around the table with your turkey and
remember to say thank you. But the day after that as you try to decided
how to fix the leftovers and the day after that remember that voice
saying, "Now say thank you." And remember to give thanks.

Now thank we all our God with hears and hands and voices,
who wondrous things have done, in whom this world rejoices;
who from our mother's arms has blessed us on our way with
countless gifts of love and still in ours today.

Thank you God.
Yi Yi Aye
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A Psalm of Thanksgiving. Psalm 100
Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!
Serve the LORD with gladness;

Come before His presence with singing.
Know that the LORD, He is God;

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
And into His courts with praise.

Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.
For the LORD is good;

His mercy is everlasting,

And His truth endures to all generations.



